
 
 

The Institute for European, Russian, and Eurasian Studies 
and the Future of Democracy Series at the Elliott School 

invite you to a brown bag lecture: 

 

“The South Caucasus:  
A Year of Ballots and Bullets” 

Featuring the Policy Forum Armenia’s Report  
“Armenia's 2008 Presidential Election: Select Issues and Analysis” 

 
with 

 
Professor Asbed Kotchikian 

 

 
The February 19, 2008 presidential election in Armenia was a highly controversial event, which saw mass 
mobilization by the whole society to elect the country's third president. What ensued were reports of 
significant electoral violations followed by demonstrations by opposition parties and civil society movements, 
killing of protesters, and martial law declared by the government. The Policy Forum Armenia’s Report is an 
attempt to look at the multifaceted aspects of the election and post-election developments with an aim of 
presenting an independent assessment of what transpired. 
 
 
Asbed Kotchikian (Ph.D., Boston University, 2006) is a lecturer of political science at Bentley University. 
Before joining Bentley, he spent two years (2000-2002) in Armenia and Georgia, where he conducted 
research and was a visiting lecturer in political science and international relations at local universities.   
 
Discussant Christopher Kojm is a Professor of International Affairs Practice at the Elliott School and was 
the Deputy Executive Director of the 9/11 Commission.  In early October, Kojm traveled to Armenia as part 
of a delegation to share the experiences of the 9/11investigation with an Armenian parliamentary commission 
looking into violence and deaths during the suppression of demonstrations following the contested February 
2008 presidential elections.  In addition, the delegation met with the opposition, the human rights 
ombudsman, and representatives of civil society.   
 

 
November 24, 2008 

12:30-2:00 p.m. 
Voesar Conference Room 

1957 E Street, NW, Suite 412 
Washington, DC 

RSVP at ieresgwu@gwu.edu (attn. Nov. 24) by November 21, 2008 
To download the Report in full please visit www.pf-armenia.org   
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