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Uncertainty persists regarding the impact of a declaration of independence by Kosovo on 
Russian relations with the European Union and the United States. One potential spillover is the 
worsening of the already poor Russian-Georgian relationship, as the "Kosovo precedent" could 
prompt Russia to recognize the independence of Georgia's own breakaway territories. While 
Europe and the United States seek to reassure the pro-Western Georgia that no such precedent 
will be recognized, they have shied away from granting Georgia what it considers the main 
guarantee against Russian interference � acceptance onto NATO 's membership track. How will 
developments in Kosovo affect relations between Russia and Georgia, NATO and Georgia, and 
the alliance's expansion deeper into Eurasia? Are there alternatives for resolving post-Soviet 
sovereignty disputes that could have a more beneficial effect on regional security?  
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